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MEDIA RELEASE
Oct. 3, 1988
JOSEPH M. DIXON COLLECTION TO BE DEDICATED DURING UM HOMECOMING 
MISSOULA —
The Joseph M. Dixon Collection, which began the manuscript 
and archives program in the University of Montana Mansfield 
Library, will be dedicated Oct. 14 during UM's homecoming week.
The dedication, which will start at 2 p.m. in the UM K. Ross 
Toole Archives, is sponsored by Friends of the Library. An 
exhibit of the Dixon’s correspondence and photographs will be on 
display in the archives fall quarter.
Dixon, a Roosevelt Progressive, began his four-decade 
political life in 1892. He served as Missoula County attorney, 
Montana legislator and governor and also as U.S. representative 
and senator. He retired in 1933 as assistant secretary of the 
U.S. Interior and died May 22, 1934, of a heart ailment in 
Missoula.
Dixon’s daughters donated his papers to the UM library in 
1951, marking the beginning of UM's archives. In 1975 the family 
discovered an additional cache of materials they added to the 
collection. The collection, which includes his correspondence 
from 1883-1934, pertains to his life as a politician against the 
dominating Anaconda Minerals Co. and as publisher of the 
Missoulian, attorney, dairy farmer and family man. Dixon's
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Missoula home is now the Knights of Columbus Hall on East Pine.
Jules Karlin, UM professor emeritus of history, equates 
Dixon's political life with those of other Montana politicians 
such as Thomas J. Walsh, Burton K. Wheeler and Mike Mansfield.
Karlin, who has written a two-volume biography of Dixon, 
characterizes him as a "principled middle-class reformer who 
wanted to improve the quality of secular life." In comparing him 
with Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson, he also says Dixon 
was a moralist rather than an economist.
"His career supports the axion that anti-Company 
politicians do not survive long in Montana," Karlin says. "Yet 
Dixon should be recalled as a man who fought and lost for the 
cause of reform."
The Mansfield Library has copies of Dixon's biography by 
Karlin, and Friends of the Library will have copies of the book 
for sale at the dedication.
Several sub-groups of related manuscript material are part 
of the collection: Conley Case, Hugh W. Dixon, W.W. Dixon,
Missoula Creamery Co., Missoulian Publishing Co., Montana 
Antimony Mining and Smelting Co., Montana Commercial Co., 
Northwestern Motorist and the Roosevelt Campaign of 1912.
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